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From the Secretary
January 2019
A new session of the Legislature goes into session January 9. Conversations with legislators and other policy makers
inevitably include the question “What do libraries need?”. I plan on responding “Books, Buildings, and
Broadband”. I realize there are strong arguments for other needs, but the phrase “Books,
Buildings, and Broadband” encompasses the basics.
Books provides the opportunity to discuss different formats; to explain that library collections
must be built to include a wide range of subjects and opinions that meet the information
needs of people of all ages, educational levels, socio-economic situations, and stages of life.
Books can be further expanded to include magazines, videos, government information, and
materials for those who cannot use standard print. Books opens the door to pointing out the
need to manage collections through selection and de-selection.
Buildings doesn’t need much elaboration. The Library Commission’s 2017 Public Library Facility Assessment
Survey estimated $56 million is needed to correct critical, poor, and fair facility needs. This does not include new
construction for future needs. Facility needs include parking spaces, automatic doors, roofs, windows, meeting
spaces, building expansions, and more. Not addressing these needs reduces access to library materials and programs
and compromises safety. Addressing these needs enable libraries to create physically and technologically adequate,
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accessible, adaptable facilities.
Broadband is recognized as a universal need for development in all sectors: economic, informational, educational,
health, safety. Affordable and reliable Internet access in public libraries is critical to support operations and meet
community needs. Current speeds in most libraries fall short of the Federal Communications Commission’s definition
of broadband (25 megabits down; 3 megabits up). Public libraries must be involved in local, regional, state and
national discussions concerning broadband.
You are welcome to use the same phrase, “Books, Buildings, and Broadband”. It has a nice ring.

Jeanette M. Rowsey, WVLA Trustees Division Chair
Last month, I discussed the responsibility for board members to develop their knowledge of financial oversight, and
referenced the acclaimed documentary All the Queen’s Horses (click here to watch the promotional trailer).
In addition to attending training events—such as the 2019 WVLA Spring Fling April 4-5 in Morgantown—public library
trustees may find it helpful to incorporate periodic learning opportunities into the monthly meeting schedule.
As promised in last month’s column, I’ve curated some free online nuggets to grow your financial oversight know-how.
The following websites, blog posts and resource links provide a variety of “homework and discussion” tools to
strengthen your knowledge of such key issues as internal controls, segregation of financial duties, policies and
procedures, reviewing financial documents, and avoiding fraud:
National Council of Nonprofits
• “Bravo for board members who ask questions about financial reports!”
• “What internal controls do we need to have in place?"
CompassPoint Nonprofit Services
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• Guide & Template for Fiscal Policies and Procedures
Nonprofit Risk Management Center
• “Fiscal responsibility and oversight: Empower Your Board to Lead”
Finance Unlocked for Non-Profits (FUN) – by Jacobson Jarvis & Co., PLLC, for Washington Nonprofits
• Oversight Kit (This 17-page downloadable pdf guide includes key questions to ask, helpful checklists and selfassessments)
Wishing all of you a happy, enlightening and successful 2019!

Big Opportunities for Small Libraries
IMLS launches new special initiative - Seeks applications
The Institute of Museum and Library Services has launched a new initiative, Accelerating Promising Practices for
Small Libraries (APP), and is accepting grant applications now through February 25, 2019.
This new funding opportunity is designed specifically to strengthen the ability of small and rural libraries, archives, and
related organizations to serve their communities, and awards sizes range from $10,000 to $50,000.
The initiative is in line with the IMLS Strategic Plan 2018-2022, Transforming Communities, which includes goals of
lifelong learning, increasing public access, and building capacity. APP is a special initiative of National Leadership
Grants for Libraries, which support projects that enhance the quality of library and archives services nationwide by
advancing theory and practice.
Categories
• Community Memory: Libraries and archives not only serve as stewards of our nation’s knowledge and
collections, but also as trusted spaces for community engagement and dialogue. This project category centers
on engaging local communities in the collection, documentation, and preservation of their local histories,
experiences, and identities. Proposals could include events and programs to digitize materials related to
community histories, such as photographs, artifacts, or texts, or oral history projects that involve community
members in the documentation and preservation of local histories.
• Digital Inclusion: Libraries have an important role in promoting digital inclusion and increasing access to
information, ideas, and networks. This category focuses on projects that support the role libraries play in
promoting digital literacy, providing internet access, and enabling community engagement through civic data and
civic technology. Grant proposals could include programs supporting broadband access and wireless networks to
address the homework gap, increase small business development and entrepreneurship, or plan for emergency
preparedness.
Who is Eligible?
This grant opportunity is designed for small and rural libraries and archives, and applicants should consider how their
organization might be a good fit. There are a number of ways to be “small,” and attributes of “small” libraries or
archives could include:
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size of the staff and volunteer corps;
operating budget and sources of revenue;
size of the collection and range of services provided;
size of facility and property;
types, numbers, and geographic distribution of audiences served; and size relative to other organizations of the
same discipline or within the same geographic region.

Institution types could include rural or urban public libraries, Native American tribal libraries, school districts
representing elementary through secondary school libraries, or research or special libraries.
Webinar
A pre-application webinar will be held with program staff to answer questions from potential applicants.
• Wednesday, January 9, 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Eastern
Recordings of this webinar and a previous one from December will also be made available on the IMLS website. For
information about how to participate in the webinars or to access the webinar recordings, see the IMLS webinar page.

Preparing for the 116th Congress
The 116th Congress is on the horizon and ALA is planning for the year to come.
With such a large number of new members of Congress, it is a critical time for
Senators and Representatives to hear from library leaders about continuing federal
funding for libraries of all types.
Last month, the ALA’s Advocacy and Public Policy team held a webinar which
provided an overview of the ALA's upcoming appropriations campaign, a discussion about advancing our priorities
through in-district engagement, and a preview of the fresh resources that will be available in the new year. You can
hear the webinar here, presented by Kevin Maher, Deputy Director, Government Relations, and Megan Ortegon,
Manager, Public Policy.

Libraries Can Offer Tax Help with MyFreeTaxes
With the 2019 tax season almost upon us, it's time to consider how your library can
help taxpayers navigate through the filing jungle. Again this year, the IRS is partnering
with H & R Block and the United Way on the MyFreeTaxes program. MyFreeTaxes is
a free, safe and simple way for individuals or households earning less than $66,000 to
file federal and state taxes. Libraries can take part by setting aside space for certified
volunteers to work with taxpayers during tax season.
For more details on the program and how your library can take part, contact Cassel Pulliam of the IRS in Charleston at
304-561-3045 or at william.c.pulliam@irs.gov.
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In Case You Missed It...
The Matewan Free Little Library is open for business! The Little Library
was recently built to honor Linda Taylor Walter, who grew up in Matewan
and had a love for reading. She donated the land that the Mingo County
Library at Matewan is located on. As long as there is a library in this
building, there is no rent or any payment for the use of the land or building.
The family wanted to honor her memory and asked Library Board President
Dave Farley, who is a woodworker, to build a little library building to be
placed in Matewan. The structure was dedicated in November by the Taylor and Walter family. The little library
building is located next to Matewan City Hall and all residents are welcome to use it.
[Photo by Williamson Daily News]

WLVC Welcomes New Team Member
The Library Commission would like to welcome the newest member of the WVLC family. Gina McCune joins the team
as Library assistant. She previously worked at the state Department of Human Resources. Welcome aboard, Gina!

Former West Virginia Library Commissioner Dies
Jack Kessler of Hurricane died last month. Jack spent 45 years as President of the Putnam
County Library Board of Trustees, as well as 4 years as member of the Library Commission. He
was an active supporter of public libraries and a key figure in bringing library services to Putnam
County. Mr. Kessler was 91 years old.
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December 31 - New Year's Eve: WVLC is closed
January 1 - New Year's Day: WVLC is closed
January 21 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: WVLC is closed
Bolivar-Harper's Ferry Public Library: Sara Curley is the new Library Director
South Charleston Public Library: Job opening for a Youth Services Assistant
Fayette County Public Library: Job opening for a Library Director
Marshall University Libraries: Job opening for an Archivist and Digital Preservation Librarian
Marshall University Libraries: Job opening for a Collection and Resource Management Librarian
American Public University System: Job opening for an Academic Services Librarian, Charles Town, WV

DPLAfest 2019 Call for Proposals Now Open
DPLA is seeking proposals for DPLAfest, a gathering that will explore how libraries, archives, museums, and other
cultural organizations across the country leverage technology to serve, inform, and empower communities. We invite
proposals that showcase projects, ideas, and solutions designed to help the field meet the technological, social, and
civic demands of the 21st century and that highlight the critical role of libraries—and the DPLA network—in shaping
the future of access to digital knowledge.
In line with the DPLAfest 2019 theme of Future Shapers,
Culture Makers, we invite proposals for presentations, round
table discussions, and lightning talks related to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assessment and impac
Collaboration with non-traditional partners
Collections as data
Community voices, including inclusive collection
development and practice and building and sustaining community-based collections
Ebooks, audiobooks, and digital storytelling platforms
Innovations in e-content delivery services
Library Simplified/SimplyE
Reuse of content and/or data
Self-publishing models and platforms
Sharing cultural heritage
Sustainability
Technology innovation in areas including, but not limited to: content delivery platforms, aggregation technology,
machine learning, virtual reality, blockchain

We also encourage proposals that highlight current digital library initiatives in the DPLA network’s hubs and
contributing institutions.
The deadline to submit a session proposal is Friday, January 11, 2019. For more information and to submit your
proposal, visit the DPLAfest website.

Featured Book of the Month!
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Gaudy Night
by Dorothy Sayers
Dorothy L. Sayers is considered
by many to be the premier
detective novelist of the Golden
Age, and her dashing sleuth,
Lord Peter Wimsey, one of
mystery fiction’s most enduring
and endearing protagonists. Acclaimed author Ruth Rendell has expressed her admiration
for Sayers’s work, praising her “great fertility of invention, ingenuity, and wonderful eye for
detail.”
The third Dorothy L. Sayers classic to feature mystery writer Harriet Vane, Gaudy Night
takes Harriet and her paramour, Lord Peter, to Oxford University, Harriet’s alma mater, for
a reunion, only to find themselves the targets of a nightmare of harassment and
mysterious, murderous threats.
Contact Library & Development Services to request this book for your book group at 304-558-2041 or
at susan.p.bailey@wv.gov.

Libraries Today Takes a Look at Tax Season
Each year, public libraries offer varying degrees of tax services, depending on the
program and the ability for the library to provide the service. For some libraries…it’s
a matter of simply providing up to date tax forms for free. For other libraries, they
deliver services through volunteer groups to provide their patrons with tax assistance
or even preparation of the tax forms themselves.
For many, libraries have become an indispensable place for filers during tax
season. In this month's episode, Libraries Today takes a look at the role public libraries can play in the tax preparation
process.
Check out Libraries Today - available the first week of January on the Library Television Network's YouTube Channel!
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The ALA Announces Traveling Exhibition Opportunity
ALA, in partnership with the FINRA Investor Education Foundation, invites public libraries to apply to be part of a
national tour of the traveling exhibition Thinking Money for Kids.
Inspired by the success of the popular Thinking Money exhibit, Thinking Money for Kids is a new financial literacy
experience for children ages 7 to 11, as well as their parents, caregivers and educators. The interactive exhibit will
help children understand what money is, its function in society, money choices, and money values, such as fairness,
responsibility and charity giving.
The exhibit will travel to 50 U.S. public libraries between 2019 and 2021. Selected
libraries will receive:
• the 1,000-square-foot traveling exhibition for a six-week loan
• a $1,000 programming allowance
• expenses paid for an orientation workshop at the 2019 ALA Annual
Conference in Washington, D.C.
• programming resources and support
Participating libraries will be required to hold a minimum of four public programs related to the personal finance
themes explored in the exhibition and fulfill other marketing and reporting requirements.
Applications will be accepted until Feb. 8, 2019. Learn more and apply online:
https://apply.ala.org/thinkingmoneykids.

Click Here to Read More About the WVLC Continuing Education Requirements for Directors & Staff
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Free Online Professional Development in Digital Local History
Creating Local Linkages is a free online professional development resource for public librarians developed by
historians at the George Mason University’s Roy Rosenzweig Center for History & New Media. The program
introduces them to historical research methods and digital history skills that they can share with their patrons.
The Course
• Five modules that include readings, activities, step-by-step tutorials, and an assignment.
• Topics include local history; framing questions about the past; building digital history exhibits; and creating
contexts for historical sources.
• Participating librarians gain skills to create new and enhance existing community programs, develop digital local
history exhibits using library collections, and help patrons conducting genealogical research.

The Creating Local Linkages curriculum will be taught as an eight week online course that librarians can complete at
their own pace. Participants will receive feedback from staff at the Roy Rosenzweig Center for History & New Media,
and have access to a private web forum where they can share ideas with fellow librarians from around the country. All
participants who finish within the eight weeks will receive a certificate of completion.
Sign up
The first session of the Creating Local Linkages course will begin in February 2019 and is full, but additional courses
will be offered in July and October 2019 and March 2020. Sign up for alerts when registration opens for those courses.
Follow Creating Local Linkages on Twitter @LocalLinkages for news and updates, including workshops in 2019 and
2020.
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Highlighted Content from WebJunction
These resources can help you strengthen your library and services to the community, explore them today!
• Supercharge Your Storytime with Parent and Caregiver Tips: Intentionally sharing tips with parents and
caregivers at storytime can be a great way to expand learning from library to home. Storytime providers are wellpositioned to make the connection between what we know about early literacy development and how adults can
help boost that development during the rest of the day.
• Breaking Bread with Anything Libraries: Bread has been a major staple of the human diet for thousands of years
- in fact, consumption of grains can be traced as far back as the Middle Stone Age. And while this simple
combination of flour, water, salt and yeast can yield many different styles and types of the food, one thing is
certain: bread has played in instrumental role in bringing people together. With this concept in mind, Maria Mayo,
adult guide at Anythink Wright Farms, launched "Community Voices," an ongoing series that explores the ways
in which strangers can explore and share the things that they have in common with one another.

Upcoming Webinars
If you can’t attend a live session, all WebJunction webinars are recorded and available for free in the course catalog.
Health Literacy Begins at Your Library
Tuesday, January 8, 2019 ♦ 3:00 pm ♦ 1 hour
Register here.
Your library can play a central role in promoting the health and wellness of its community through fostering higher
health literacy. This means increasing people’s capacity to obtain and understand basic health information that leads
to appropriate health decisions and connection with services. Library programs directed toward children, teens, adults,
and families deliver credible health information and activities that boost wellness. The Oklahoma Department of
Libraries has fostered health literacy throughout the state, forging partnerships at state and local levels. Learn how one
library in Miami, Oklahoma, made health literacy a central part of its operations, offering everything from diabetes
prevention to yoga classes, as well healthy cooking demonstrations and even a community garden. Get ideas for
simple (but powerful) health literacy programs you can offer at your library regardless of your size or budget.
Presented by: Noah Lenstra, Let’s Move in Libraries, Assistant Professor of Library and Information Studies,
University of North Carolina, Greensboro; Leslie A. Gelders, Literacy Administrator, Oklahoma Literacy Resource
Office, Oklahoma Department of Libraries; and Marcia Johnson, Library Director, Miami (OK) Public Library

The Future is Now: Virtual, Augmented, and Mixed Reality in Public Libraries
Wednesday, January 23, 2019 ♦ 3:00 pm ♦ 1 hour
Register here.
Libraries have long been at the forefront of providing community access to new technologies. Virtual, augmented, and
mixed reality (VR/AR/MR) are now finding a place in library programming and services, engaging with communities in
truly innovative ways. Two Maryland libraries are building their programming with straightforward approaches to
community discovery and local partnerships. Join us to hear creative ideas for how to get started using VR/AR/MR at
your library, as well as practical tips about applications, equipment and potential uses to meet your community’s
needs.
Presented by: Jen Bishop, Online Services & Emerging Technologies Supervisor, Carroll County Public Library; and
Liz Sundermann-Zinger, Virtual and Media Services Manager, Baltimore County Public Library
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Founded in 1950 by the Women’s Club of Kenova, the Ceredo-Kenova Public
Library was established as the first library in Wayne County. It moved to its
present location on Keyser Street in Kenova in 1984. Branch libraries were
established in Wayne in 1963 and in Fort Gay 10 years later. Today, the
Wayne County Public Library system serves nearly 43,000 residents in Wayne
County.

January:
January 1:
January 2:
January 13:
January 16:
January 21:
January 28:

National Braille Literacy Month
New Year's Day
National Science Fiction Day
National Sticker Day
Appreciate A Dragon Day
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
National Lego Day
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Any mention of services or products in this newsletter does not constitute an endorsement or recommendation.The use of any services or products should be
evaluated on an individual basis. The West Virginia Library Commission provides no guarantee as to the security, reliability, or accuracy of information
provided herein. Funding for West Virginia Library Commission programs and services, including this newsletter, is provided by the State of West Virginia.
Funding for this newsletter is also provided by the U.S. Institute for Museum and Library Services under the provisions of the Grant to States Program as
administered by the West Virginia Library Commission.

Library Lookout is published monthly by WVLC Library Administration Services.

Karen E. Goff
Executive Secretary
West Virginia Library Commission

Culture Center, Bldg. 9
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